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ABSTRACT 

By its eleventh aontb. Study Onliaited, a joint 
effort of the Chicago Public Library and the City Colleges of 
Chicago, included over 100 students pursuing courses for credit in 
three different city locations. A aethod of study utilizing 
videocassettes in conjnction with texts, study guides, and a library 
of related readings aade it possible for students to apply for their 
exaainations when they felt ready to do so. A curriculua of essential 
general education courses leading to the Associate in Arts degree was 
available. The students could do all their vork, including 
consultations with faculty and counselors, in the public library. 
Librarians aided the students and adaiiistered exaainations. The 
progcaa provided a viable educational alternative for the aature 
working person. <Author/PP) 
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M iicago's Study Unl imit ed: Q>llegtf C ourges in the Li brar y 

Study Unlitaited, a joint effort of th<f Chicago Public Library and the 
City Coll<'ge8 of Chicago, is in its eleventh oonth with well over a hundred 
studt.'nts pursuing inursea for credit in three different city locations. A 
asethod of study which utilizes Sony videocassettes in conjunction with text», 
study guides, and a library of related readings, makes it possible for student* 
to apply fur their ix^uBi nations when they feel ready to do so. The classroon 
of the Study Unlimited fitudent is his public library; his acadtroic counsel&r 
trom the college meets him there, and his TV teacher Is contacted by phon** and 
in pert»on when he viHits the branch periodically. 

Tfie curriculum is the core of courses which arc essential general educatlo-. 
leading, tward the Ansociate in Arts degree. Soon to be added are the cassettes 
for prep.ir;«tlon for the General Educational Development, and hopefully, to be 
d*-V' l'.;'e'i, art' revli-w sefi<*ions for those who wish to study for credit by cxami' 
n.iti'^n. 

rollab«»ratIun between the college and the library forms the basis 
for nn interchange in wl»lch each institution perceives its unique role In reach- 
ing out to the student who cannot attend regrlar classes, but who can cone at 
his own < onv«.nIence f<»r independent study. A aumaary of the program responsibility 

of each agen' y follovs: 

City f:ol leges of Chicago 

1. prnvidi' accredited Instrucllonal opportunities in new and 
creative formats. 

2. establish administrative procedures that are responsive to 
the needs of independent study students but consistent with 

sound academic standards. 




3p provide «di^4u«c# guid«ic# Aod cmiii«#lint in Bcmd^ic and/or 

rariitirr •cr^ti'gy di'tfipniin/ition^ 

4* ffi^cognlacf credit obtainf^d through nnninf»trucef«tniil and Ufp 

drvclf^p and ^'ftnduct .ren^^rvh progrMui# 
Chfrago Piihlfr Lfhr^ry 

U dtf-velopw thp Ubr/iry Into a li^^rning Hivlrpnwnt by providing 

approprf.ite Atudy npnctf and li^^rnlng fwtiTlrtl*»# print md mi>nprlnt« 

2, i*«t/ihlUhr'« "iM^mlng advfm^ry n^^rvlry philoMopby to kIv#* dlrtrtlon 
regarding noutcf^n for cr#*dlt and not-for-rr^dlt »Ctidy and to 
give f«ttidf*nc» peruonaHzed bi^p in tb^ #'ffprt«ve Me of mt^rinln. 

J. di»vi>lri><^ithi? library Into (% li^/irning i»nvironp*'0t by providing 

/ipproprl/ite etudy upnct* and li'/irning owf^'rl/ilHt print And wmprlnt^ 

4. i^ngag#'H In thi? revlifW of new and dlffpr#^nt klndn of 4»diic(»f lon»l 
trrhnolcFgy. \ 

5. rooper^ti'-* vlth tbi* crc in dai»lgnlnK And offc^rfltt gr'>up U^arnlng 
i'V#'nt«#-'-iiurb a*i worlmhopn^ fllew^ ^nd vrtrloup riitturAl ^xponltlonn* 

Ift Indcfed, Uhrary Joiirn^l for D#?rrob#?r 1, l**71 ban It, tin- Adult lndopt*nd<»nr 

\ 

le/irnr*r In thf^ public llbrarv fiuttn^ th#' CbliAgo irxp^rlonrp 1a ^providing a vl«bl#^ 
way to experiment In UiM dlf#'crlon, InltlAlly fundi-d by thp Illlnoln Junior 
Col leg*. Board In tbr «w»unt of &7H.0W, an added S96.(>0<f hfi« h».#.n advnnr*. to thr 
City CoIJ*.fi*-»» of ntilfw f«r itH riilf In th#- progr/im. (thlmKo Puhllr Library h«« 
ri-'t*'lvi'd 0146.288 frow thr flllnoH Statr* IJhrary f'T thf flr«t two y«.«r» of tliU 
project, mh/i-i pl*fdg*d to rnntttMf budgeting lo the ««>i#nt of $6I.O<fD for th« third 
y<»ar an in-kind contribut^inn. 

4 

Mhrary Involv^mt-nt In progratsw of cr#»dlt Htudy In not going unrhallenged. 
ho«..ver. and Ir in weU to for.|.. on of the objectloni. and to ^-Kplor^ frankly 

Hcme of th? difflrultlcs of Iwpltfiwntfltlon. Rogftf Morrla in Ancrlcan tAbtBrJv» for 
July-Auguat 1971 points out that such effort* ar« econowlcaJly ItUtiRH'd, alncc* 
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Study Vaiimittd 

f€4ml fuodtf «r« cut* IMm lapiiM CfMf fmAing t» mmocIaI for my kind of 

ifmovoclvr« rcarh-out in tbm catejiprf of indti^MiofiC mtudf, Ccfrtaloly no one dcprocAtM 
ctM' b«If»fuln«r»s af dunini$ to prttvidm » period of trial, «rror» ;inul fVAtiMtitm ifhich 
tft «i(pcn«iv«, and «ti<ch ba« not |«co budfotcdf tr' Imimch m'tf fyro^.r;f«M< Alplio»««' 
Tr«zz«» Btmtit Ifbrarim c»f Ulinoio, ufcoo elo«r« hmtw^ffp tKoC tntillt fn to any 
acceptable proposal m»t he a coMitaeot to coot ioua tir>is by thf vponftoring io«tiKUtioo 
4ft<'r the tundinfi, period, ft wm gratifyiof, tticr«for«« at ihi!> launching of %tudy 
Unliaf^titd during the f frot pre»a ccmferenco Co fwar s99UTatK«9 from t^r* <Mcar ^tuOtrnt, 
chancellor of the City CoUf^^m of Chicago and Pr, Ladenaon, rhief llbrari«n 

of the Chicago Public Library, that th« e«p«fiaa« of tT. project v^mld be Incorp/^rated 
into the reipilar operating budget for branch aervice* after the e^tpenditvre of 
infant funda for the flrat tv^r-year^f. Nr. Me^rri* 1m on flr« ground i^n he pffiotm 
out that it la unfair to raiwe "great expectations" fm tifer part of uf»era and th*m 
to frustrate thets by lack of this kind of cffwrnltm-nt, 

M(»re philooophlcal ia hl« objection to the library'^ being Involved In change 
or exti-nalon of itft t radi tl^mal rolo k» a "collector, organiser and guide" to 
Inforoatfonal revourcea, ft vhould be pointed out that, lafomtloa fa fn/onwition, 
whether it ia preaented in the traditional foraac of the printed page or on a flla 
or videotape. Subject content in all focaata la the IcgftffKite reala of library 
conr.ern. In addition, aoae proaotion or reach-out ia Imnivad in letting p&ople 
knov tb« variatlea of foraat that have bean acquired* Samtr teaching ia invcrlved 
'in aaaiating prntronn to locate and vae wriouH media viCh of fectlvaneaa and eaaa, 
Fonaal clMm—f af.Mdcmlt: counaeliof, the graatlng of cradit, articulation pr^cedurea, 
record-keeping, the evahiation of laarnliis, are all Che province of the college 
or university. Providing a coaforcabla anviromaent for atudy of related Mterfala, 



Study Unllaieed 

♦ 

both print and noitprlne, with expert M«i«tafie« In taking «dv«nt«ie of thMe 
help» U the contribution of the library. The U&rnc'rfl' adviner concept annlgnu 
tu thf libr-trian an I'Xti'niilun of thla role, 

»<f«d(fd lu 9 '♦coBwinlty of learning" g» Director Ub Sandy of City (;f.II&«i» 
of vhitmnit tfrmn U, wh^rc 'student r cooing Into the library are known and fet^l 
welcooMfd and fr*»c to ask for aaalatance when they n»cd it and to stttll- down and 
•itudy whon they don't, Ofnuine interest in ntudenta' progr«>aa thrmiRh indt^f-nd^t 
»t»idy iw enrofiraKctaent to peopU' who are studying outfiide of traditional trarkn, 
and Chicago Public: Library la exercising special care to hci' that librarian** 
aVpotntv4 to Study Unlimited are genuinely intereMted in the t'»tal i;on''ept of the 
pVoject, . Thif* was done by circulating a neon advertising openings thro*ighou% 
thf syat*'fB and watrhlng for new applicants with AV rxperlencr and responalvene«9<« 
to the progrin. tloilege Level Ekaalnation Program and GKt> Htudy especially call 
fftr librarians who rttn point out resourcen to people who may ntvcr havi* uftfd the 
library regulirly and who ran provide these patrons with m collection of materials 
to n-illzi' fi go/il. Ihp CAflli'ge Entrance Bxamlnation B»ard*i«» phra^f "l#arh< rs' 
/idvI'M'r" iM , f o dfHf:ri\kn' thf itbrarian's fum f Ion In th*' I oder—od^'of 

»t»id/ progr/ifflH. Thia is not to make the librarian a "tearher'f* alde"-as th#* 
prf»voc/it ivi* piir.i<«e of Mr. Morris has It. Rather it is to utilise fully the pro- 
ff'Hslonal expiTtlHi' of a per Mm who holds a (Mister's degr^'e in library science, 
always aecompanh'd by special subject coi^et«ffce, The librarian-custodian is a 
hat«'d and rf )"< N'd ater^ocype, Mf>r« la Implied in Morris' term "guide" as 
applied tu llhrarlana than the ingrained ifluige of the profession allows critics 
to imagine. 

There will. If is trui', he an "Id^tlf iable student body" in the library 
when Htu4y Onllmiced is introdu^td; therm will be publicity to make the program 



■\ 

tti4£ cirs$trml lihrmty it tim»^ H^^m ni#^r#**^ry tf4r0ir«l^lr. Llfcriifi^r** uyfms^^f^ 

rtrmttir «e th* §tudy Vnfimit^ d««k, Tliii* will mk^ It ff^r « ^tttd^nt Vf 

tftr credit wtitt ime f:fm'*i4^r*^4. hrtf Vtgfrtf «*tfi4*^t«* «fv> w/«t#l4 hMf^ti* tr^m tU*t 
t/j/p'^fi^ttiit'/ tcf tttttd'/ on Oi^'if t»itri tint' nnd f»t thirlr ovrt yi***' tn iibfurivn'! 
«ffi#tf«r iHttsm nim^Hmtiti iet*n try ft and iHtf, Vt dftt*' tftf rj:(M;¥h ^^^ftfti** 
to ^{?tnt up • mttdf it pro*/i4*^» » mim^tte, fitiriy attitirw ttttttd Vf ntttrt 

mm i-myimimt tim p'm»ib1*t tf*r himr If tw if4t l# «##«r«4 «f timf «t thte 

vid^0»y0T* If h# d^f¥Hi%*t, IV' omt t^tn np§0tt /tui iHsmnttw ¥\nm m»'/ n^f Nl* i%m* 
H* citti drtfp In Mttd tMkm hlM thMivrwiel$t hm/fng 4 ¥id&o^i»ytfr nuf9i\Hh]f, or ♦iiw N>» 
tim to Mtady ttmttt m4 r**l«C«r4 «it«rl«U, Th* Hudy tfniimUt^ ittt/4*mi h*t4y mt^m 
219 re%iittt9ntn in thf«« c^ntfr*, thmti^ mly tthmit m hundrttd viin^ f*jc*iUfly, 



(Htr9*4* tfhfta#r C4me«r on th» ffoath did* U <» • (•f<fdU«cta»» b1«ek 

ttp*fiiiu'/, 'It* I '.^Mfi "w<«ntr<#* "'rti on r;KD prt-parat ««n, art' U%\i'r In /» 

v'tr\fia% ^itU %tw\f Vm\im\t*'i\ 4nd vltli th<'»«^ Agcrnr f <•« in lhi. nfvftn of nHm nHmnt^ 
ff^rritl, md tj„utH-iiu4, H*'4««n Mfs^ U 17; n |k rc*nt Mr«r •ii:, «hd f,H p«.rr#.rit 
«r* (i^^n« Mv*»t «r*' worleinK p^oplf^ *<nd IIms' a^f rang*' l« tf>*' trn'tttif** 
t'f "»f\<f utntiieu, tnvHrivH imvti> n'mibt*rtf4 ovar a thouMantt, and mmy of thcwi- 

m*f' futty-'ft prn\f'f tur f»j.fi«K Vf7^, 

*t't'ty, v»»y not f Hhrttrtt'H tin- f /ix-«iif»port*fd ntwiy fnvirimftn'nt^t fnr the f^vwral 
U'*''tif, utth Lo\\>'>ti„uti </f f>rfnt Ti'titmrt'tfH nt\t\ gr<rwfnf( * 't\\"rt ittw* of nonprfnt 
mf4\4, with pffmutft to aid In t*»*'lr ioratfofl ;ifid with pUrf** to «*tiidy 

<tuii'tty m4 pUrtfn for 4i»rutttii»m, tUt-/ wotitd mti'm t» tw nfttural habitntn for 
UtfOtflt' u'trttuiuff, fu,nirtt4itUfnnt pro«r^i<a». U*h Hnndy, dlr«'ct«r of thr prr*r.rnn, 
ni'j^ tUm iihrftry 9 fitting and ^pproprlaec "pvoplf'H nnlvermtty/' the Infiiml 
pti4t¥ fnr hl% ttntorn roll<'j$f«n« to \tnr*^nv lUfir r.^r^er ptftlit* 

futfti»4l prtAi)4»mH of tfi*tvinft Inrw harfaturnr.U'Ht i/UUng yui pondatouH, 
ttUnHH4. Part tim, ¥ork/Ht^y pcopU^ do not mUf Ow bcwt office hvlp for a 
t*irufiyjinf^ proarfim; nftthor ttrtf th»y an emitted to th« llbr«ry m fulltlM' tmptaye»m 
voHt4 Uf, Wn'ftf ft gmt putty t nnh for uttBtcuntomd <'Xpcnj^lturo» Ylk» titnm- and 
«|roti//| to H9nitl/.0 t'i$rphon*tH, iunt to »urv» punch and etntkiem to navcnty fivp 
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3tudy VnlimiUfd 

'«tuif4«nt« at 4 r*'* *itHn$t vith tUt ir TV tcfdM !a'r% vhtgn c^frythin^ ha>» tr> hf pur^ rfHna/i 
liiiH pink PO'n Affd flmburM at • Uccr 4«c« cr# protilm which 0M<f tA&luctcrfitf, 
haw tf# orfftiit branrh »t4ff« to » n«v pr{7grMi» lt«ep coordinatorft 0fMf^d»ini»tr/»ttfrft 
toia/ou-'d k«fi'|/ wtTvtif' /ir»';»f* niaffttd ^nd (jp&fl» and arrang* for ftirnUur** and 
»i(«'rfai«i In <*lAty dayn all need to hv considered, Dr, Ud(^f«fm and O'ptify ^Jil<ff 
bavld fk'ich arc gi-ni ro'ii) vith .^dninivtrative ofc'a and fncreasingly th{ni<.«i arcm'c 
Ukf th»y '«if»*'d to f/* . n*r«Tier/i}|;;atton U cr«tfping In. All MK'<:fAl profurHeM 
and fundi'd f»r'»|«''tH ajffiT In thin vny from aiRor and nofsto-nlnor f runt rut tttnu^ 
AdmliLirdlyp yfm cin^t think of ev'T/thing in your bt$4tii*t proposal ^ but it^n bi^f^t 
to try^ 

In ^ tlQMfd pro^^t t'frf'd with oii'*gulng and fiadl ifVctluat ion# tiMr;*h#morcrd 
procivlurcrM hnvif ' fti'n to be; ni^t /i^idt-. Acccsa i<* iKfHirtdnt to the proff^r't dfrcrUurt 

aivi th<M4Ri«i -ii *r rc'HH t'» H<mo^fm' u\up ran #»ay "y****" "m/'j ''go Jihe/vd^' r#r "hold b»ck 

! 

fin that*'' It mAnt^ a< < t ♦ to t^j* ^olnf Ht ratorn when pulley or flnaml^* or pfibtic 
nOi^ti^iriH art- lnvoJv<*d. "^olng through rh/inni'In'* -!» no vay to ln^ur<* a »Mrr#^#>^^faI 
pro|«-r f In w#Ht l/iris^' llhr/iry HyHiimji* i|u«'»t Jonf^ should be* */fCfi#^dt «fid th** 
aMWi^r m/iy bi' brii^f^ but it in a Hign nmmitm^t yh&n the qumt^tlon cmn N» put 
flir»d thf nnnvt-r if* ^ivfn. ^ 

tn order to (n;ilu> the proKraa truly n4»nt raditional # e»f:at»llf»h«d proc«f4nr«'f» 
/ft th'f c.ulltfuen aUo ri«'«.'d fo ht* nodiffttd* If Che only Innovative anptect M the 
proKca« i« Ita location (n the library* nothing owch th^t la n*w i» going ofv, 
Thcr <(t«idy Unliaiit«d fttudcnt should not have to folSot/ »chool ir«Iendar«; only hla 
own calendar of niTt^Hwlty ^nd persona) convenience. Hi^^Jtaainationa should be 
prortored fr>r hio cih ^n Individual bnuim* If he i« 4 coapetenc speaker and vrlter 
tfith fivough native lnrellig"nr£> to Hii'-ceed in college ctmrmett, »fhy should he have 
to waste tiflie and mtney GKD? If hi ft life and lirorlc ejtper fence have touched 
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P» C9tf9tmcim» tmttht in eoll«s«, fifty •botild hm not hav* credit for wfut h« hoo 
Uoraod? The countelov, under the direction of Mr. Sandy » ere intent upon 
getctnf the aature atudent through hie first tvo ycere of college with ee ouch 
dtepeech ee poeeihle eo thee he can pureue hie ohjectivee in m four-year college. 

One Bight reiee the question qf the fineaeUl foMihiiity of Study Unlisitcd. 
Could e eull college and a aaall library collaborate in the eone way that CCC 
and CPL are doing? Could they do so without federal or at«te funding? If there 
ts coMitMt to reach-out and co institutional cooperation with a philosophy of 
profraaed budgeting* there is no reason why not. Few colleges are without video 

?re ther*? Is video capability and good teaching, there iH 
course production. * 
Chlfago City /College courseg consist of thirty lesannn. Studi-nfM might 
aaster Materials in fifteen with good study helps. Video cassettes should be 
used only to exploit the frll potential of the •ediun; art audio cassette with 
9 printed transcript, outline, or questions answered or suggestcd-by the presentation' 
to provide aultisensory input oight be Just as effective, if only a lecture is 
involved. A lecturing professor is .lot a atinulstlng subject to view for thirty, 
sessions, unless he is an actor, a deisonstrator, an interlocutor < or a host as 
well. Coal -oriented presentations with good teaching techniques and behavioral 
objectives carefully provided for, are requisite. One study console consisting of 
A TV ncinltor and videop layer will provide twelve viewing periods in a library day, 
and the cost of the hardware will be about $1,000. 

Audio-only courses on cassettes are another possibility. 9m slngle^concept 
loops with sound cowentary are another. ' A 35aB filastrip with audio accoi^aniMnc 
co»ad aUo be e^>loyed. oop rnurse could utilize «ev#irel of these media, which 
rtmld be viewed or lisfened to in a fully-equipped study resource center. After 

i 
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Study Unlimited 

two years on a multimedia projt?ct utilizing these various modes of presentation 
fot self-inatructiun in a library setting, however, this consaentator believes, 
with the reservations already expressed, that video Is the tsost effective and 
practical way to go. Machinus are durable and require little maintenance. There 
is case of operation and interest from omit isensory impressions, ^faterial8 are 
available for study or lease, but most intriguingly, opportunities for production 
abound wherever a well-planned course is being offered. Take a good live class » 
with pltMity of interaction and y havf a good videotape. A good teacher would 
pro!»ably be better if he were invited to become a video teacher... a little more 
planning, some .iddeJ .ludio and visual effects, a question and answer period to 
clear up difficulties for the original class group et voila' you have an effective 
self-Mtudy resourco which is easy to add to and edit. Videotapes can be labeled, 
Stctrcd, and cataloged tike books. 

In runrlusion, sonf answers to the biggest question of all — why this kind of 
outrcuh.' WJjy any kind of outrtfach? There are many answers to this pfc>rennial 
query. What are the alternativcK to outreach? Folded arms? Sitting in full 
awareness, contemplative of surroundings and resources, waiting tor the phone 
t^ ring? These are raelancholy prospects. They do not stimulate the general public 
to be more supportive of libraries, nor do they motivate grants for seed money 
to experiment^ nor do they move the city counrll to appropriate funds for the 
library. 

Exf^ensive resources have to be made known, utilized ^ even exploited in 
these days of tight funding. If creative responsiveness to people's needs» 
coinatitutionai cooperation in filling them, innovation, even improvisation are 
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• study Unlimited 

desirable attributes of contemporary librarianship, we need to do more listening 
to imaginative stimulators like Les Sandy who can function as catalysts to get 
us, going. This is what has happened in Chicago through Situdy Unlimited, and 
to date it seems to be a helpful, viable, growing, and developiri outreach effort. 



Jane Reilly 

Coordinator, Study Unlimited 
Chicago Public Library 
78 E. Washington St;reet 
Chicago, Illinois ; 60602 

312/269-2812 
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For co!pie» write to? 



Office for Library Service 
to Che Disadvantaged 
Alwrican Library Aaaociation 
30 £• Huron Street 
Chicago, Illinois o 60611 



